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tion. A powerful interest known as the Arcot Interest,
mostly composed of the creditors and agents of the Nawab
had come to exercise a potent influence on the politics both
of the Company and of Parliament. Many retired Anglo-
Indian Nabobs bought votes in the Oouri, of the East India
Proprietors, swayed the opinions and patronage of the
Directors and played a very prominent, and in many res-
pects undesirable, part in the intrigues of the Courts of
Proprietors and Directors and of the House of Commons-
The demands of the Arcot creditors and the influence of
the Arcot Interest came to exercise a powerful sway on the
attitude and fortunes of the Ministry itself, even from the
seventies. In 1781 Lord Macartney, the Governor of
Madras, got from the Nawab the entire administration of
the Camatic revenues for the duration of the war with
Haidar All. But subsequently the Nawab was persuaded
by several of his favourite creditors, including the notori-
ous Paul Benfield, to appeal to Warren Hastings, who was
not well disposed towards the Madras Government, in or-
der to have the assignment cancelled. Hastings was anxi-
ous to retain the support of the Arcot Interest in Parlia-
ment and ordered Macartney to cancel the assignment
made. But when he met with a blunt refusal from the lat-
ter, he appealed to the Directors and to his friend Lawren-
ce Sulivan, who was "the Uncrowned King of Leadenhall"
and who headed the party of the Hastings Interest in Lon-
don. Atkinson, another log-rolling politician, was ap-
proached by Sulivan; Atkinson was the accredited agent
of Benfield and was in close cooperation with James Mac-
pherson who wa s a! so th e Nawab's agent. The crisis came
about ill 1783, when Fox's Bills for the Better Groveanmeut
of India were defeated, largely by the machinations of the
different groups of the India interests. Pitt took office as
Prime Minister and pledged himself to introduce a better
India Bill as soon as it should be possible (Dcember 1783).
Atkinson, who was Pitt's agent, now undertook to manage
the Arcot Interest and other Indian interests and to secure
their support for the new Ministry. Atkinson was well
known as the London agent for Paul Benfield, who was
the most influential and the most notorious of the creditors
of the Nawab. Not only was he in close association with
James Macpherson, the Nawab's accredited agent in Eng-
land, but he actually embodied in his own person all the
power of the Arcot Interest When Pitt's India Bill waa